
Over the last 10 years, the facilities at Hoosac School 
have seen many upgrades and additions. Some were 
more exciting than others, but all were necessary for 
the continued growth of the school. Infrastructure 
projects have made possible the expansion of the student 
body to record numbers. Towne Hall, a new dormitory 
for girls built two years ago, has brought our ratio of 
boys and girls on campus to nearly 50:50.  

The Richard J. Phair Fitness Center, The Coach Ryan 
Court, four new tennis courts, and most recently a new 
sod soccer field have enabled the athletic program to 
reach new heights, attaining national recognition for 
our soccer, basketball, and tennis teams.

The next and most important step in 
ensuring continuous improvement is 

straightforward: A new academic 
building is needed to bolster and 

support an already robust 
academic program.  With the 

addition of 100 students 
over the last 10 years 

there is simply not enough 
quality classroom space available 

for our 222 students.  Hoosac has always 
done more with less, but we have reached a point 

where we need more learning space to accommodate our 
expanded curriculum and student body. 

The Campaign for 

GIPSON HALL



Addressing these growth issues has occupied 
the better of the summer and through the 
cooperation between teachers, the Headmaster, 
architects, and Trustees we have come up with 
a design for a new building that will provide the 
necessary features while at the same time staying 
true to the notion of efficiency that has been a 
staple for Hoosac. 

Aside from just the logistics of added space, key 
curriculum areas were identified as well.  Along 
with new classrooms also comes the opportunity 
to expand the scope of the academic program.  
Modern education requires modern facilities. 

In order to provide the most modern course 
offering Hoosac needs a digital video editing 
lab and a cybersecurity center to bridge the 
gap between traditional liberal studies and the 
modern coursework that is shaping the careers 
of students today.  These spaces will be integral 
to implementing Hoosac’s technology curriculum.  

An equally integral part of a Hoosac education 
is the fine arts program. Each year, under the 
guidance of our Director of Art, Spencer Sussman 
‘04, students are producing works of art that 
have garnered recognition in local museums and 
attracted recruiters from the top art colleges in 
the country. In order to nurture this growth and 
help our students increase their skills, a new Art 
Studio is needed.  

The new classrooms will be outfitted with all 
the best learning tools and designed to maximize 
learning opportunities. The Art Center design will 
be led by Mr. Sussman with input from experts 
in the art world from across the country and 
locally.  Every detail will be examined and every 
feature will have a purpose. Care has been taken to 

Henry Clay Gipson mountain-
climbing sometime in the 1930s



ensure that the location and the construction 
of the building blend with the rest of our 
historic campus. The wide open spaces that 
we currently enjoy will not be infringed upon 
and room for future growth is allowed in the 
design.

The most important aspect of this project, the 
one detail that wholly allows its completion, 
is that of funding. The estimate for the cost 
of the current design is approximately 2 
million dollars. Fortunately, we have already 
raised more than half of the funds needed. A 
significant gift in honor of the Gipson brothers 
Henry Clay ‘27, Allen H. ‘28, and Donald Livingston 
‘32 who attended Hoosac in the late 1920s, has 
made it possible for us to bring this project 
forward. As such, Gipson Hall will be moving 
into the construction phase once we have the 
rest of the funding in place. Our goal is to begin 
construction as soon as possible.  

Now is your opportunity to help provide the 
students of Hoosac with the best educational 
facilities.  Gipson Hall will be a living memorial 
to the Gipson brothers and an academic hub that 
will further enhance the school’s program.  

Naming opportunities for classrooms and the 
new Art Center are still available, make your 
gift and help honor or memorialize a classmate, 
former or current faculty member, class year 
or team. Join together and help us complete the 
campaign for Gipson Hall as soon as possible and 
by doing so, you will be helping the students of 
tomorrow, today!

Allen H. ‘28 standing (left), Donald Livingston ‘32 
standing (right), and Henry Clay Gipson ‘27 seated
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